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amount of noise is itself a valuable educational acquire-
ment, and that as a matter of fact experiments conducted
to test the effect on efficiency of children's work of
distraction by noise reveal no deterioration in quality
under the distraction.1 Adults who find themselves
unable to work with a noise going on round them might
have done well to have preserved this blessed capacity
of childhood—a capacity which need not be lost if its-
cultivation is continued.
Forestalling Errors z?i Speech
As regards the second difficulty of oral practice in
class, namely, the risk of the pupils' contamination by
the bad examples of their fellows ; here again, though
the risk cannot be removed, it may be reduced. To-
begin with, the previous preparation by study of the
book passage, and the practice of single sentences, does
something to forestall errors, especially if group and
simultaneous supplement individual repetition. Careful
adjustment of the difficulty of the exercise to the stage
reached by the class is another help. So too is
memorizing illustrative usages and passages beforehand,
an occupation suggested for the group of silent workers
mentioned above. There is, however, no ready solution
of the problem ; and the teacher has always to be hitting
the mean between the tedium and monotony of too much
drill and a superabundance of inaccuracies resulting
from too little. What he has to remember is that the
continuous oral exercise is an exercise with the object
of teaching the correct use of language. If, then,
inaccuracies abound, he must at once seek a remedy. It
may be that the exercise is too difficult, or too long, or
he has chosen one of the worst pupils to render it first,
or the preparatory exercises have been inadequate. He
may do wisely, for example, to spend time intended for
-continuous speech practice in selecting for special
treatment serious mistakes made by the first two
speakers, which he has reason to think are mistakes
1 Vide   The  Psychology   of  Industry,   by   J.   Drever,   p.   98
(Methuen, 5s.)

